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Snapshot of the content 

What is in it? 

1. Burden, health and social 

consequences of youth violence 

2. Causes and risk factors for youth 

violence 

3. What works to prevent youth 

violence. 

4. Actions to  advocate for and to 

address youth violence 

 

What is new? 

 Comprehensiveness 

 Life-course approach 

 Science-based 

 Focus on settings with limited 

financial, human and technical 

resources 
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Youth violence accounts for 43% of all 

homicides 

 4th leading cause of death in 

young people between 10-29 

years old 

 83% of all victims are male 
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Non-fatal youth violence affects large 

proportion of young people 
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…leading to long-lasting health and 

social consequences 

  

Injuries 

/disability 

Poor 

mental 

health 

Cardiovascular 

diseases 
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Risk factors 

 By developmental stage 
– Conception/early infancy 

– Infancy 

– Childhood 

– Early adolescence 

– Late adolescence 

– Early adulthood 

 By ecological level 
– Individual 

– Family and close relationships 

– Community 

– Society 
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While some risk 

factors are 

consistent across 

settings… 

 

…risk factors are 

shaped by the 

local context 

 

Important to 

consider social 

determinants 
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Weak governance, poor rule of law, social norms, 

unemployment, inequality, rapid social change, limited 

educational opportunities 

History of 

violence 

Risk factors 





 



 

• 3 clusters promising 
• Parenting and ECD 
• Schools-based bullying  

prevention and lifeskills 
• Community and society 

level strategies 



• More studies focusing on 
individual level 
prevention strategies 



• Youth violence as 
outcome not measured 

 



 

• Heterogeneity of 
prevention strategies 
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Parenting for lifelong health in South Africa 

Suite of affordable parenting 

programmes for low-

resource settings for 

parents of babies, young 

children and adolescents 

->Increased positive 

parenting behaviours 

->high acceptance and 

enrolment 

Cluster randomized 

controlled trial underway 
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Urban upgrading in Medellín / 

Colombia 

Improve transport and 

quality of life in informal 

settlements located on the 

mountainside -> improved 

employment 

opportunities.  

66% greater decline in 

homicides in intervention 

neighbourhoods 
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Developing foundations for effective youth 

violence prevention 

 Raising awareness 

 Developing effective 

partnerships with other sectors 

 Collect, compile and 

disseminate data 

 Develop evaluation capacity 

 Develop policy framework 

 Develop human and institutional 

capacities 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you. 

http://www.who.int/violenceprevention/en/  

http://www.facebook.com/whoviolenceprevention 

http://twitter.com/WHOviolencenews 

http://bit.ly/1QTPiEu 

http://www.facebook.com/whoviolenceprevention
http://www.twitter.com/WHOviolencenews

